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tolerable assurance for a life beyond the grave,
though they had but poor evidence to give of it.
Even this much seemed to have an elevating influence
on the life. Perhaps it would be truer to say that
their aspirations after doing right relieved in a
measure with them the alienation of man from God;
led them to hope in His mercy; to trust that in
some way He would not cast them away at death;
that there might yet be some good thing for them on
the other side of that which, to the eye of sense,
seemed to involve their destruction; so that the
hope of some good thing beyond, and the aspirations
after God, acted and reacted on each other. Ought
I not then in these lectures to dwell upon hopes of
something beyond the grave so far as natural theo-
logy can carry us ? My reply is that though the
subject as a whole is one about which I have thought
much, and formed a very definite opinion, my belief
is that what has been done on the basis of mere
natural theology, good though it may be in default
of something better, goes but a little way, and even
in that is not free from error; and that as regards
the real evidence of a future life, and the conditions
of it in so far as they can be made out, we must
have recourse to a source of information above man's
natural powers : not in conflict with those powers, but
supplying them with what by themselves they could
not attain to. But this lies outside the domain of